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ENVIROPURE SYSTEM HELPS HYATT HOTEL MEET ENVIRONMENTAL TARGETS

HYATT MCCORMICK PLACE HOTEL
HOSPITALITY SECTOR

“Food waste elimination at the source”

E N V I R O P U R E C U S TO M E R S U C C E S S S TO RY

The Challenges

The Solution

The Outcome

• Corporate mandate of 25% reduction in waste

and energy in all hotels and resorts by 2015

• Kitchens and restaurant facilities generating

roughly one metric ton of food waste per day

• Existing composting solution not dealing with

entire food waste stream - additional source

separation required

• Additional workplace safety, sanitation and

odor problems with current handling of food

waste

• Replace existing composting solution with

EnviroPure EPD-2200 “Dry” System

• 2,200 lbs per day on-site food waste

processing capacity

• Simple installation and automated operation

• Single solution for all components of food

waste stream

• 15% reduction in operating costs relating to

pickup, hauling and tipping fees

• 50% reduction in number of weekly pickups

• Approximately 800,000 lbs of food waste

diverted from landfill in first year of operation

• Increased staff morale and ownership of hotel

environmental initiatives

BACKGROUND

The Hyatt Regency McCormick Place is situated in the South Loop district of Chicago and is

connected with the Chicago McCormick Place Convention Center. With 800 guestrooms, four

restaurants and bars and over 50,000 square feet of function and pre-function space the hotel

caters to a large number of meetings, conferences, weddings and other special events on an annual

basis.

In 2007, Hyatt Hotels formally announced their commitment to achieving a 25% reduction in

emissions and waste generated across their hotels worldwide by 2015. When the announcement

was made, the Hyatt McCormick Place was already well under way in their efforts to meet these

goals with multiple initiatives in the works, including source separation of organic waste and

diversion to an on site composting system.

THE PROBLEM

Roger Martin, Director of Engineering at Hyatt

McCormick Place was responsible for a number of

these initiatives. “We had already put in place various

operational procedures designed to reduce and divert

the volumes of waste we were generating”. However,

the existing manually operated composting system

presented workplace and operational challenges on

several fronts and was not handling the proteins in the

waste stream. “The composting systems we were

using at the time required additional separation of
meat proteins from the food waste which was labor intensive, inefficient and costly”.

THE SOLUTION

THE RESULTS

EnviroPure Systems was brought in to provide an alternative to the manual composting system that

could handle the entire food waste stream without the need for additional separation. “We really

liked the fact that the EnviroPure System could handle all types of food waste and the fact that it fit

easily into our operational flow” explains Roger. EnviroPure recommended an EPD-2200 “Dry”

System capable of handling up to 1.3 metric tons per day. The system provides 1000:1 compression

of the food waste by weight producing a greatly reduced nutrient rich compost as a bi-product of

the process. “We were amazed at how little compost was left after the system processed the food

waste. We took about 600 lbs of mulch out of the system after 8 months and processing almost ½

million pounds of food waste”. The system easily installed into existing dock space outside the

garbage room, with the loading door on the system custom configured to provide easy loading

without the need for lifting of the heavy food waste in bins and totes.

The Hyatt recognized a number of advantages by selecting the EnviroPure system for on-site

elimination of their food waste. Foremost was an immediate and significant reduction in their

overall disposal costs through the removal of the heavy food waste component from their waste

stream. Martin estimates that the Hyatt has “realized monthly savings of between $1,500 to $2,000

and expect to achieve overall annual savings of approximately to $20,000 representing a 15%

reduction in hauling and disposal costs year-over-year”.

The EnviroPure system has also helped to significantly reduce the carbon footprint of the facility

through not only diverting their food waste from landfill, but also through a 50% reduction in the

number of pick-ups and hauling of food waste to the disposal sites. In the first eight months of

operation, the Hyatt McCormick diverted over 500,000 lbs of food waste from landfill by processing

their food waste on site with the EnviroPure EPD-2200.

But ask Roger Martin the biggest benefit to using the system and he'll tell you it came in the form of

increased staff morale. “Aside from not having to deal with the odor issues, our staff have really

come to identify the EnviroPure system as a tangible representation for all of our environmental

initiatives. The staff use the system every day and genuinely feel that they personally are making a

real contribution to the Hyatt's efforts to preserve our environment for future generations”.

We chose EnviroPure’s
system as part of our global
sustainability initiatives because
of the immediate impact to our
overall carbon footprint. The
operational benefits and cost
savings we achieved made the
decision that much easier.


